
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 16 November 2000] 

 p3321d-3322a 
Mr John Bradshaw; Mr Doug Shave 

 [1] 

INFO4PC.COM PTY LTD, COMPUTER SALES 
1. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Fair Trading: 
(1) Is the minister aware that a Perth-based company advertising brand new computers for $299 on the 

Internet has links with a company in the United Kingdom which has closed down leaving thousands of 
customers without their goods? 

(2) Is it true that a director of the company in Perth has a criminal record for dishonesty? 

(3) What is the Ministry of Fair Trading doing to warn consumers? 

Mr SHAVE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) I am advised that a Western Australian registered company, named Info4pc.com Pty Ltd, has links with 
a company in the United Kingdom, which is the subject of legal action in the High Court in London.  
On 8 November 2000 the Official Receiver was appointed as the provisional liquidator to wind up the 
company in the United Kingdom.  It is estimated that the United Kingdom trading company took money 
from 15 000 consumers, but supplied only around 1 000 computers before closing its doors, leaving 
around 14 000 consumers suffering losses.  Info4pc.com has also closed down its business operations in 
Canada, which were identical to those being offered in Western Australia.  

(2) I am advised that one of the directors of Info4pc.com is a Mr Johnson Everton Williamson.  He is also a 
director of the company based in the United Kingdom.  Mr Williamson has an extensive criminal record 
from 1982 to 1993 for dishonesty offences including fraud and theft.  Possessing a criminal record in 
itself does not prevent a person from carrying on business.  However, if there are serious convictions for 
dishonesty offences, and the person has links with a company where consumers have suffered losses, it 
raises the potential for significant consumer risk in Australia. 

(3) The Ministry of Fair Trading issued a public warning about Info4pc.com Pty Ltd on 15 October 2000. 

Of particular concern is - 

- consumers must pay the full price up front; 

- the company has estimated a long delivery time of between eight and 10 weeks; and 

- similar operations in the United Kingdom and Canada have closed down. 

There is no evidence to indicate breaches of fair trading laws in Western Australia.  However, the Ministry of 
Fair Trading will continue to monitor the situation closely in conjunction with consumer agencies in Australia 
and overseas.  I can confirm that hundreds of consumers in Western Australia have sought advice from the 
Ministry of Fair Trading about the company and its offer. 
 


